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the Advanced Reconnaissance System No. 117L to Western tae aaa Lees 
Research and Development Commend. | 

be After 1 April 1956, the address for all asttere pertaining ject 

os Atvanced Reconnaissance Syeten Project AG (Gystem 1172)» vill t ⸗ 

Management, Detachment #1, Air Research 














Ce WADO will contime technics) and eduinistrative support of Project 1115. 
Mr. Ae Le Ball, WCIM, has been appointed WADC single point of contact with Western 
Development Division on matters pertaining to the advanced reconmissance 
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(2) 





Reconnaissance System Development will include component 

and sub-system developments culminating in a series of 

testa including an orbital test vehicle, and (3) Timely 
4nitiation of the First Phase of a full scale development 
program could result in an orbital test vehicle demonstration 
during the latter pert of the year 1958 (I1GY), providing 

the ICBM Program could provide a booster and associated 
support equipments. 


Following the Contractors Presentations, comments of the 
Technical Advisory Group indicated that although the 
Contractor's approaches to the problem were different in 
details, there vere indications of a definite acceleration 
program capability, and system feasibility was unquestioned. 
The possibility of terminating the System Design Studies 

at an early date does exist and it was generally indicated 
that Gate necessary for establishing general system peraueters 








was available; however, detailed data for exact systen 


(3) 


DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. 


parameters could only be derived from flight test investigations. 


Ae 4 result of this information she preparation of plans for 
expediting the program was initiated. The plans are briefly 
gutlined as follows: | 


(a) Initiate ea contract change by approximately i December 1955 


to the System Design Study Contracts:. (Glenn L. Martin Company, 
Lockheed Aireraft Corporation and Radio Corporation of America) 
to result in the completion of System Design Studies and 

the preparation of a System Development Plan by the 15 

February 1956. 


(b) Initiate the Hardware Design Phase of the System Development 
Program including emphasis on the Test Pro for orbital 
test during (IGY) the latter part of 1958 (this design 
phase to be a continuation of the Design Study Contracts to 
keep the system design contractor teams together and 
working until the prime contractors are selected thus 

avoiding a shut down and subsequent program delays). 
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(6)  Aequire all possible ICEM Booster data in order to assure 
use of this booster for an early test program. 


(a4) Prepare a preliminary system development plen ani budget 
Gata for forverding to higher Headquarters, to secure 
funds for implementation of the ee net later than 


a April 1956. 


{&) A new Systen Requirement No. 5 dated 17 October 3955 waa 
reeeived which revised Syatem Requirement No. 5 dated 29 
November 1954. The new System Requirement establishes 
The System Management responsibility at Western Develosment 
Division and requires that a Systen Development Plan be 
prepared by 1 April 1956. | 


(5) Am the result of the reassignment of responsibility from ROZSGG 

| to Western Development Division it appeared obvious that serious 
delays in the program would occur unless Weatern Development 
Division could become an operational Weapon System Project Office 
within the immediate future. RDZSGO procéeded immediately 
to prepare a complete program status presentation supported : by. 
a ninety (90) page brochure to cover the essential background 
and current status of the progres. This was presented to 
General Schriever, General Putt and members of General Sehriever's 
ataff on 9 November 1955. 


(6) General Schriever indicated, in the meeting following this 
discussion, that during the following thirty (30) days Western 
Development Division would delineate the steps for an orderly 
transfer of the Advanced Reconnaissance System Program from 
RDZSGG to Western Development Division, and would scordinate 
this with General Estea. Western Develogment Division authorised 
RDZSOG, in coordination vith Western Development Division, to 
contimie business as usual in the direction of the Technical 
Program and System Integration Studies, except for matters | 
that concern the ICEM Program and the preparation of the Systen 

Development Plan. A meeting wms held at Western Development 
Division the week of 3,4,5 January at which time the contractors 
were advised, by the contracting officer, of the program redirestion. 
The eontractor was advised that contracts would be changed to | 
require a system development plan to be completed and submitted 
to the Air Force pricr to 1 March 1956. This System Development 

Plen was to give emphasis to the Test Progrem which wes to 

provide an orbdite) demonstration during the IGY vear, or durina the | 
latter part of i958. The contractors weré adviséd tit Convwatr 
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Model C (ICEM) boosters éould be made available to then. 
The contractors were given a briefing of engineering data 
eoneerning this partiqular model of the ICBM boester. 


(7) Weatern Development Division advised RDZSGG Weapon Systen 

Projeet Office that Headquertera USAF had requested a 
preliminary, or tentative, Advanced Reconnaissance System 

Detelopment (Test Phase) Plan to be presented on or before 
17 January 1956 for consideration. During the week of 
9-19 January, the tentative Advaneed Reeoansissance Systen 
Development (Teast) Plan was prepared for Vestera Developneat 
Divisions it indicated a method of approach, with an estimte 
of requirements for the First Phase, of Adévaneed Reconnaissance 
System Development (Test) Program, featuring an orbital sateliite 
demonstration during the IGY 1958. The plen was presented to 
higher Headquarters by Vestern Development Division. 


(8) The transfer of functional responsibility for Advaneed Reconn- 
afasance System Program is delineated in a "Memorandum of 
Understanding’ dated 15 January 1956 between Brig General 
H. M. Estes, Directorate of Systeme Management, ARDC Deteciment 
No. 1 and Major General D. A. Schriever, Deputy’ Commander of 
Vestern Development Division. Briefly it is indieated that 
om or about 15 February 1956 the efficial Project address 
will be Weatern Development Division. However, it wes also 
infienated in this memorandus that RDZSQG would eonduet the 
Technical Evaluation of the Advanced Reeonnaissance Design 
Studies (to be completed by the Lockheed Aireraft a 
Radio Corporation of America and Glenn L, Martin Company), and 

assiat Western Development Division in the preperation of 
Syatem Development Plan. 


C. Perdew to ecupletion of this Technical Evaluation by ROZSQG the Weapon 
Systex :-roject Office, Weatern Development Division, iseued omiers (S80 # 6 dated 
3 Mareh 1958) establishing a Source Selection Board with the President appointed 
from Detachment # 1, Headquarters Air Reasearch and Development Command. The 















Soures Selestion Beard sat in sessicn soncurrent with the Technical Evaluation 
the 


Team. ' Phe Systen Design Study Teehnieal Evaluation Reports, subnitted 
Laboratories of the Participating Centerss (Wrih*t Air Development. o Rome 
Aiy Development Center and Air Foree Cambridge Kescarch Center), were summarised 
by the Advaneed Reeonnaissance System Prejeet Office Technical Evaluation Teas 
and transmitted to the Chairman of the Source Selection Board. Concurgently, 
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an AM evaluation beard was established end transmitted as —— sence 
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Division on 2) Marah 1956, 0 tneloares to the Souree Selsesion Roant Deport 
on *Evaluation of the Advanced : 





Reconnaissance Syatem No. 1173,°... 


de As te roqnes of tortrn Deveiozent Division the Alvan Beeman . 

Project Office personnel y personnel o Aéyaneed Reconueiasanes ssi 
See eet ne ere amare ae A en aT 
Plan for the Advanced Reconnaissance System No, 117L. Thie wae BrenaTes 80 : 
Western Development Division Guring the latter part of Mareh 19! 


ec The adainistrative f4 ‘- and official documents relating to the program. 
. Western Devpilc $ Division prior to 7 Apri 1956. 


| f. the subsission of Bvaluation Reports, and Develoyment Pian Draft, and 
files as indicated above coneludesthe participation of the Weapon a Project’ 
— for the Advanced Reconnaissance Syaten (RDZS0G). | 
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Management 





Bombardment Missile Division Directorate of Syatens 
Direetorate of Systems Management . 
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